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THE MARKET LEADER

The Defence Technology Review editorial team is led by Ian Bostock, editor and defence 
journalist of nearly 30 years’ experience and former Australian correspondent and lead Asia-
Pacific analyst for the world-renowned Jane’s Information Group. 

In a previous life, Ian ventured into defence industry, specialising in the design, development and 
commercialisation of innovative products to meet the needs of warfighters.

EDITORIAL TEAM

Defence Technology Review is the Indo-Pacific’s premier digital defence 
publication.

A cornerstone of DTR is our role in providing defence professionals and key 
decision makers with the breadth of news they want, in the analytical depth 
they need, covering the latest developments in defence technology, capability 
development and leading-edge innovation from around the world, with 
particular emphasis on the capability acquisition programs of the Australian 
Defence Force. 

DTR also leads the world in its coverage of several major Australian defence 
procurement projects and is relied upon as a source of intelligence and 
reference by government and industry alike. Being fully digital enables much 
shorter lead times than other publications, ensuring rapid delivery of editorial 
content as events unfold. 

The highly interactive nature of DTR’s digital format offers rich, multi-layered 
opportunities for advertisers and readers alike, leading to a resource-rich 
reading experience that print-based publications simply cannot match.
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WHERE WE’RE COMING FROM
• INDEPENDENT

• TIMELY

• INFLUENTIAL

• INSIGHTFUL

• ACCURATE

•  IN-DEPTH COVERAGE… 
ALL MEAT, NO FAT

•  NO PRESS RELEASES RUN  
VERBATIM AS NEWS

•  PUBLISHED MONTHLY  
(11 ISSUES A YEAR) WITH  
SPECIAL SUPPLEMENTS AS NEEDED
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READERSHIP BREAKDOWN
•   Capability Acquisition and Sustainment 

Group(CASG), including Senior Leadership 
Group

• Integrated Project Teams within CASG
• ADF senior leadership
• Army/Navy/Air Force Headquarters
• Serving military
• Special Operations Command
• Project Directors
• Acquisition Managers
• Senior defence industry executives
• Department of Prime Minister & Cabinet
• Defence Minister and advisors
• Defence Industry Minister and advisors

INTERNATIONAL DISTRIBUTION
•    New Zealand (Ministry of Defence, Acquisition 

Division, Policy and Planning Division – 
Development Branch)

•   US, UK, Germany, France, Middle East, Israel, 
Scandinavia, Italy and Spain

DISTRIBUTION

EVERY ISSUE4,000+
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READER PENETRATION & EDITORIAL CUT-THROUGH
DTR is multi-device compatible and presented on the world’s best digital magazine publishing 
platform. 
In addition to editorial coverage that is world-renowned for its technical depth and analysis, DTR 
provides a step-change in advertising capability, with true digital interactivity for deeper, multi-layered 
reader engagement with your message.
This enables the target audience to be immersed in your message for minutes instead of seconds!

For details contact:

Advertising Sales
Tel: +61 419 204 835

advertising@dtrmagazine.com
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 INTERACTIVE MARKETING, SPECIAL BULLETINS 
& SPECIAL SUPPLEMENTS

DTR Interactive Marketing

“The new Hanwha facility to be built on this site will be a key 
addition to Australia’s sovereign defence capability,” said 
Mr Richard Cho, the Managing Director of Hanwha Defense 
Australia. “Both countries have much to gain from each other 
economically, but benefits are especially significant in terms 
of regional security. The long-standing trust and friendship 
between Australia and the Republic of Korea is a great asset.”

“With Australia’s close proximity to Republic of Korea, and the strong 
bilateral relationship between the two countries, Hanwha’s Australian facility 
will also become a critical and important secondary line of supply back to 
South Korea. 

“The Australian operation will also help Hanwha fulfil contracts in other 
parts of the world and deliver capacity to engage with Five Eyes nations,” 
Mr Cho said.

THE JOURNEY SO FAR

READY. RELIABLE. RESPONSIVE.

CLICK HERE FOR THE JOURNEY SO FAR

>HUNTSMAN
www.hanwhadefense-intl.com

THE SOLUTION  
FOR LAND 8116
Hanwha Defense Australia 
has been selected as the sole 
tenderer for Project Land 8116 
Phase 1 which is to deliver 
30 Huntsman self-propelled 
howitzers and 15 ammunition 
resupply systems to the 
Australian Army, with the 
possibility of another tranche 
of systems as a follow on 
order under Phase 2.

A new K9 variant, the AS9 
Huntsman, has been developed for 
this program to incorporate learnings 
and experience from the global 
fleet of over 2,400 K9s and K10s. 
The K10, or AS10 in Australia, is a 
highly protected and manoeuvrable 
armoured ammunition resupply 
vehicle (AARV) with a unique loading 
system that reduces risk to soldiers 
from enemy fire.

With the AS9 Huntsman, Hanwha is 
offering a proven 52-caliber 155mm 
gun system that is inservice with 
multiple nations around the world 
including the NATO alliance.

The former government confirmed 
that this initial contract covers 
30 Self-Propelled Howitzers, 15 
Armoured Ammunition Resupply 
Vehicles, and weapon locating 
radars that help find enemy artillery, 
collectively referred to as the 

Huntsman family of vehicles.

“The prime ability of the new vehicles 
is to fire and move quickly, avoiding 
enemy counter-attack. This project 
will mean a significant increase in 
the level of firepower and security 
for Australian artillery capability,” the 
former Minister for Defence said. 

“We are committed to keeping 
our region safe, while protecting 
our interests in a rapidly changing 
global environment.

“The Self-Propelled Howitzer 
capability, including a strengthened 
industrial base, is one of several 
projects that will modernise the 
Australian Army, ensuring it continues 
to maintain a capability advantage 
now, and into the future. This new 
capability will give our soldiers the 
best possible chance of completing 
their missions and returning home 
safe to their families.”

CLICK HERE HUNTSMAN. THE STORY

World Fuel Services has built long-term trusted 
partnerships across the Indo-Pacific region.
We support governments and commercial operators across the region, 
and are backed by a proven track record of delivering responsive and 
bespoke energy solutions to meet the demands of high-risk, disaster 
relief and demanding operational environments.

Fixed operation support at 18 locations 
across Australia, to include fuel supply and 
marine bunkering. 

Into-plane Fuel Supply / Flight Support at 
commercial airports and marine bunkering

Fixed Base Operations at 18 
locations, Into-plane Fuel 
Supply / Flight Support + 
Services and Marine Bunkering

Into-plane Fuel Supply / 
Flight Support + Services 
and Marine Bunkering 

v

wfscorp.com.au

World Fuel Services 
Global fuel specialists in 
military support, across 
the Indo-Pacific.

Click to learn more

Supported by our 

Indo Pacific 
Collaboration Program

Learn More w

Special Supplements  

S P E C I A L  S U P P L E M E N T

Jun 2018

LYNX KF41 
Next Generation Infantry  

Fighting Vehicle

Boxer CRV
Fight.Survive.Win.

www.boxercrv.com.au

The battle proven BOXER 8 X 8 CRV, LANCE turret and C4ISR 
solution for the Australian Army’s LAND 400 Phase 2 program.
BOXER provides Australian soldiers with the highest 
protection levels of any 8 x 8 on the planet.

Visit the Rheinmetall Defence team at Stand 1M5

SPECIAL BULLETIN1 DEFENCE TECHNOLOGY REVIEW | MAR 2018

IN WHAT IS quite possibly the most 
fiercely-contested wheeled armoured 
vehicle acquisition project in history, 
Rheinmetall Defence Australia (RDA) 
has been selected as the preferred tenderer 
for Land 400 Phase 2.

The wait to see which bidder would 
supply the Australian Army’s new Combat 
Reconnaissance Vehicle (CRV) is over 
after more than three years of tender sub-
missions, a reset to increase Australian in-
dustry participation, short-listing for user 
trails, mobility, deployability, lethality and 

BOXER CRV HOME IN 
POINTS DECISION

survivability testing followed by strategic 
planning and manoeuvring by both RDA 
and rival BAE Systems Australia. 

RDA will now proceed to contract nego-
tiations with the Commonwealth for up to 
225 Boxer CRV, with deliveries expected to 
begin early next decade. 

Details about what elements of the RDA 
bid won the day are yet to emerge, but 
the Boxer CRV’s superior protection and 
its more advanced Lance turret are likely 
to have figured highly. RDA’s long-term, 
multi-aspect strategic vision to establish 

a sovereign military vehicle capability for 
Australia – known as the Military Vehicle 
Centre of Excellence (MILVEHCOE) – is 
also thought to have been a strong point 
of the bid, along with a deeper and broader 
engagement with Australian suppliers.  

DTR understands that uppermost in the 
minds of the lead decision makers within 
the Australian Government’s National Se-
curity Committee was a focus on achieving 
the best capability outcome for the Army. 
Now as the endorsed solution to the CRV 
requirement, the Boxer CRV held a definite 
capability edge over the AMV35 in all areas 
except main armament lethality. Selec-
tion of the Boxer CRV is also noteworthy 
given its higher unit cost compared to the 
AMV35.     

An initial number of Boxer CRV will 
be produced by Rheinmetall in Germany 
whilst Australian-based personnel under-
go training and the MILVEHCOE site is 
established.

RDA has pledged to manufacture the 
Boxer CRV using Australian steel supplied 
by local firms BlueScope and Bisalloy, 
the latter Australia’s sole manufacturer 
of high-tensile and abrasion-resistant 
quenched and tempered steel plate for ar-
mour applications.

DTR will provide follow-on coverage 
and detailed analysis of the Land 400 Phase 
2 outcome and the Boxer CRV platform in 
subsequent issues.  DTR

LEFT: The Boxer vehicle and Lance two-
man turret have been selected to fulfil 
the Australian Army’s CRV requirement. 
Image: DTR
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Rheinmetall selected as preferred tenderer for 
Land 400 Phase 2. THALES GOES LARGE ON  

MISSILE PRODUCTION

of much larger weapon systems and in 
greater volumes than is currently possi-
ble. Specifically, this means being able to 
manufacture the propellant for the solid 
fuel rocket motors and warheads for the 
new generation of guided munitions and 
missiles which the Government has ear-
marked for procurement for the ADF.

These include very large mis-
siles such as the Long-Range 
Anti-Ship Missile and Precision 
Strike Missile from Lockheed 
Martin, the Tomahawk cruise 
missile and Standard Missile 
family from Raytheon and other 
missiles such as the Kongsberg 
National Advanced Surface to 
Air Missile System (NASAMS) 
being acquired for the Australian 
Army’s Land 19 Phase 7B.

The mixer is of the type which 
produces cast-cured energetic 
material for solid rocket motors, 
space launch vehicle boosters 
and missile warheads. This 
method of energetic material 
production, akin to the mixing 
of a two-part liquid epoxy which 
then cures to a solid, is used in 
the vast majority of guided 
weapons employed by armed 
forces around the world, includ-
ing the ADF. The resultant solid 
block of material produced is 
either burnt as a rocket motor 
propellant or detonated in a 
warhead.

Funded internally by Thales, 
the new mixer is made by US 
firm B&P Littleford and stands 
over 10m high and weighs more 
than 50 tonnes, requiring it to be 
installed in one of the multi-sto-
rey buildings at Mulwala.

The new mixer will arrive 
at Mulwala in Q1 2023 and 
be commissioned, along with 
the supporting infrastructure 
and equipment, within several 
months thereafter.  DTR
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SPECIAL BULLETIN1    DEFENCE TECHNOLOGY REVIEW  |  17 NOV 2021

IN AN EFFORT to get ahead of 
the curve and rapidly accelerate 
Australia’s sovereign guided 
weapons manufacturing ca-
pability, Thales Australia has 
announced a AUD$6 million 
investment in new plant at the 
Commonwealth-owned Mul-
wala propellant and explosives 
facility in regional New South 
Wales.

Thales has purchased a start-
of-the-art vertical planetary 
batch mixer from the US that 
will enable larger rocket mo-
tors and missile warheads to be 
manufactured at Mulwala, sup-
porting production of advanced 
guided weapons and hypersonic 
weapons that the Australian De-
fence Force (ADF) is already or 
planning to acquire.

As the core of the manufac-
turing equipment upgrade for 
Mulwala, the mixer will provide 
a step-change in Australia’s sov-
ereign capacity to produce guid-
ed munitions now and into the 
future. The new mixer, according 
to Thales, represents a tangible 
scaling up of Australia’s guided 
weapons manufacturing capabil-
ity in a very short timeframe.

“The new mixing capability 
gives us the ability to support the 
Sovereign Guided Weapons and 
Explosive Ordnance Enterprise, 
which is rapidly accelerating. 
These capabilities you don’t turn 
on overnight; they take time to 
bring in, get established, com-
missioned and operating and we 
want to be ahead of the solution decision 
making space to then be able to provide 
that support,” Managing Director of 
Thales’  Australian munitions business, 
Dion Habner, told DTR.

The new mixer is 500% bigger than 
the existing mixer at Mulwala and has 
the capacity to support the manufacture 

ABOVE: The new vertical planetary batch mixer bound for 
the Mulwala propellant manufacturing facility in early 2023.  
Images: B&P Littleford, Lockheed Martin 

Special Bulletins

QUEENSLAND’S NIOA HAS been se-
lected as the preferred tenderer for the 
first stage of the Australian Army’s Land 
159 Lethality System program, coming 
out ahead of rival bidders Thales Australia 
and Babcock Australasia.   

The Land 159 program, to be delivered 
in three tranches over the next decade, 
will equip Australian soldiers with the 
next generation of handguns, assault ri-
fles, machine guns, sniper rifles, direct fire 
support weapons and various munitions. 
Under a supplier engagement model, 
NIOA will begin the process of replacing 
and/or modernising some 26 in-service 
weapon systems. The initial contract is 
valued at AUD$7 million.

Acknowledging the complex interde-
pendencies between weapons, ammuni-
tion and ancillaries across the small arms 
and heavy weapons capabilities spectrum, 
Land 159 has adopted, where practical, a 
weapon systems approach to meeting the 
requirement. This focusses on the ‘system’ 
needed to deliver the required effect.  

As part of a whole-of-capability ap-
proach to procurement, the program will 
also encompass introduction into service 

NIOA SELECTED TO LEAD LAND 159  
LETHALITY SYSTEM PROGRAM

and training solutions for simulated and 
live fire environments, integration into 
legacy systems such as Battle Management 
Systems and Weapon Integrated Targeting 
Systems and upgrade and sustainment 
over life-of-type.   

NIOA’s chief executive officer Robert 
Nioa said the appointment of an Aus-
tralian-owned company to lead the Land 
159 program presented a once-in-a-life-
time opportunity to support the nation’s 
servicemen and women while delivering 
genuine Australian sovereign capability 
in munitions and small arms research, 
design, development and manufacture.

Starting out in the retail sporting shoot-
ers market in the early 1970s, NIOA is now 
Australia’s largest privately-owned com-
pany supplying weapons, ammunition 
and technical support to the military, law 
enforcement and commercial sectors.

NIOA’s Brisbane headquarters is home 
to the company’s small arms and muni-
tions research and development, engineer-
ing, testing and maintenance capabilities. 

Central to the success of its Land 159 
bid, NIOA says, was its engagement of 
Australian businesses in the supply chain 

underpinned by a longer-term plan to be-
come an exporter to allied defence forces 
around the world.

“The benefits of this program are ex-
pected to reverberate through the whole 
economy for decades to come,” according 
to Mr Nioa. “This is the largest ever small 
arms replenishment program for the Aus-
tralian Defence Force and NIOA is very 
proud to be leading a team of more than 
115 industry partners.

“Australian industry participation and 
collaboration is embedded in our strategy. 
What that means is that for the life of the 
program the ownership, the intellectual 
property, the jobs, the skills, the invest-
ment, the profits and the control will 
remain within Australia.”

Deliveries of Land 159 Tranche 1 weap-
ons are expected to commence within 
several years.  DTR

LEFT: Under a supplier engagement 
model, NIOA will be responsible for 
delivering the multi-category Land 159 
weapons replacement program.  
Image: ADF 
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NEWS
The most ADF-relevant technology  
and procurement news from around 
the globe.

TECHNOLOGY FOCUS
Providing insights and analysis of 
game-changing defence technology 
issues and developments.

INNOVATIONS
Unveiling the latest innovations and 
cutting-edge conceptual thinking in 
defence technology.
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Highlighting the design and 
performance of defence technology 
from the air, land and sea domains.

PROJECTS
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development news about Australian 
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