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Block 2 Boxer fires Spike ATGM                                                         

LAND 400 PHASE 2

The Australian Army’s mounted 
combat reconnaissance capability 
reached a significant milestone last 
month with the first firing of the Spike 
LR2 anti-tank guided missile (ATGM) 
from the new Block 2 Boxer combat 
reconnaissance vehicle (CRV).

Defence confirmed to DTR that a 
Block 2 Boxer CRV successfully fired 
a Spike LR2 ATGM during testing 
at Puckapunyal between 7 and 14  
September. 

A spokesperson said that the firing 
demonstrated “the successful inte-
gration of the missile system with the 
vehicle”.

The turreted reconnaissance vari-
ant of the Block 2 Boxer CRV, of 
which Army will receive a total of 121, 
is equipped with the two-man Lance 
2 turret armed with a MK30-2/ABM 
30mm dual-feed cannon, a MAG-58 
7.62mm co-axial machine gun and the 
Spike LR2 ATGM.

A product from Rafael Advanced 
Defence Systems, the Spike LR2 on 
Block 2 Boxer CRV is housed in a 
retractable twin-round launcher in-
tegrated into the starboard top/side 
of the turret, the two missile rounds  

carrier variant and from the rear bed 
of an open-topped, short wheelbase 
Land Rover 4x4. Neither concept was 
adopted, and the MILAN was with-
drawn from Australian service in the 
early 1990s. 

It is understood the Supacat Special 
Operations Vehicle (Commando) op-
erated by the Army’s 2nd Comman-
do Regiment has the ability to fire the 
FGM-148 Javelin anti-armour missile 
from various exposed mounts on the 
vehicle, including from a Kongsberg 
Protector remote weapon system.  

The addition of the Spike LR2 to the 
Block 2 Boxer CRV’s arsenal provides 
an organic precision strike capabili-
ty out to 5.5km. Combat proven, the 
Spike LR2 is able to penetrate the 
armour of all types of armoured vehi-
cles and is effective against bunkers 
and fortified structures. Not all turret-
ed Block 2 Boxer CRVs will receive 
the launcher but will have the space 
reserved to be fitted with same as  
required.  

The initial 12 German-built Block 1 
Boxer CRV reconnaissance variants 
delivered to Army in the 2020-2021  
period are not equipped with an ATGM 
launcher.

 	 – Ian Bostock

ABOVE: Main image indicates the location 
of the Spike LR2 launcher (insets) on 
the Lance 2 turret equipping the Block 2 
Boxer CRV reconnaissance variant.  
Images: Aust DoD, Supashock 

being positioned in a side-by-side 
configuration.    

The launcher is believed to be 
a design developed by Adelaide’s 
Supashock and initially known as the 
Retractable Anti-tank Missile Plat-
form or RAMP. Supashock received 
a contract from Rheinmetall to supply 
84 launchers to an export custom-
er, possibly the German Army. The 
Supashock launcher is thought likely 
to also equip Rheinmetall’s KF41 Lynx 
infantry fighting vehicle, which also 
uses a version of the Lance 2 turret.  

The Spike LR2 firing from Boxer 
CRV was also the first time an ATGM 
had been fired from an in-service 
Australian armoured fighting vehicle 
turret. The Army’s previous ATGM, the 
Franco-German MILAN, was the sub-
ject of experimental firing trials from a 
variety of vehicles and configurations 
in the late 1980s. These included from 
a pedestal mount through the open 
hull roof hatches of an M113 mortar 


