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The US Army has picked Hanwha 
Defense USA to develop prototypes 
for the Mobile Tactical Cannon (MTC) 
program.

Awarded competitively under an 
Other Transaction Authority, the firm 
fixed-price US$100 million (AUD$141 
million) agreement will provide the 
Army with up to 18 wheeled self-pro-
pelled howitzers (SPH) for rapid pro-
totyping, testing and soldier experi-
mentation over an estimated 4-year 
period. Total cumulative face value 
of the agreement is close to US$263 
million (AUD$372 million).

As described in an 18 August ser-
vice release, the MTC capability is a 
“critical priority in the Army’s ongoing 
continuous transformation and long-
range fires modernisation efforts”, 
and the latest in numerous attempts 
to field a new SPH system after the 
termination of earlier efforts such as 
the Non Line-of-Sight Cannon and 
Extended Range Cannon Artillery 
projects. 

The agreement with Hanwha De-
fense USA provides for the rapid  

prototyping and accelerated delivery 
of six prototype K9 Mobile Howitzers 
(MH), with an option for an additional 
12 platforms. Soldiers will use these 
platforms in a series of operational 
experiments to assess performance, 
reliability and supportability in  
realistic combat conditions. This  
soldier-centric and experiment-driv-
en approach reflects the Army’s 
continuous transformation initiative 
to rapidly deliver lethal capabilities, 
incorporate immediate end-user 
feedback and adapt the force to pace 
emerging threats in multi-domain 
operations, the Army said.

Data and insights gained from 
these experiments will directly inform 
senior leaders’ decisions on future 
MTC fielding. If approved for fielding, 
the K9MH will replace the M777A2 
155mm lightweight towed howitzer 
in selected formations, significantly 
increasing their lethality, mobility,  
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reliability and survivability in con-
tested environments.  

Selection of the K9MH follows an 
intensive period of market research 
and broad industry engagement, in-
cluding multiple vendor demonstra-
tion and live firing activities in the 
US and abroad. The Army said these 
activities confirmed that several ven-
dors could offer mature, MTC plat-
forms.  

The K9MH beat out a number of 
more established wheeled SPHs, 
including the operationally-prov-
en CAESAR and the Sigma (Roem) 
10x10 platform offered by the El-
bit-Anduril-Oshkosh team and which 
made its combat debut in April this 
year with Israeli forces.  

A new product in Hanwha’s preci-
sion fires portfolio, the K9MH com-
bines an unmanned turret based on 
that of the K9A2 tracked SPH armed 
with the K9 Thunder’s 155mm/ 

ABOVE: Hanwha Defense USA will supply an initial six K9MH wheeled self-propelled 
howitzers for rapid testing and experimentation by the US Army. Images: Hanwha 
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The Greek Government has signed 
a €3 billion (AUD$4.86 billion) agree-
ment with Israel for what is describes 
as an air defence shield against threats 
from Turkey and Iran.

Announced on 1 September, the 
deal involves two Israeli companies, 
Rafael Advanced Defense Systems 
and Israel Aerospace Industries (IAI), 
supplying an integrated and multi-lay-
ered air defence network under the 
Achilles Shield program. 

No doubt impressed by Israel’s abil-
ity to defend itself against sustained 
rocket and missile attack from neigh-
bouring adversaries, the establish-
ment of a sophisticated multi-tiered 
air defence network will be a first for 
Greek forces. The order is also one 
of the largest defence export deals in  
Israel’s history.

Under the agreement, Rafael will 
provide the majority of capability by 
way of its David’s Sling system to in-
tercept long-range rockets and bal-
listic missiles, and the shorter-range 
SPYDER (Surface-to-air PYthon 5 
and DERby) mobile ground-based air 
defence system for countering wea-
ponised unmanned aerial vehicles 
(UAV), loitering munitions and fixed 
and rotary-wing aircraft.    

RIGHT: A K9MH live firing during MTC 
demonstration activities in the US.

ABOVE: Rafael and IAI are to provide 
Greece with a multi-layered air defence 
network. Image: Rafael

52-calibre ordnance with a Tatra 
T815-7 8x8 truck chassis. The tur-
ret features automated ammunition 
loading and handling and carries 40 
rounds. The truck’s armoured cab 
seats three crew members.  

Part of Hanwha’s MTC proposal 
is the US manufacture of the K9MH 
and establishment of a local supply 
chain. Hanwha Defense USA is es-
tablishing a site in Opelika, Alabama, 
to serve as the stateside integration 
and test facility for the K9MH during 
the current phase of the program.

    – Ian Bostock   

As the upper tier of a multi-layered 
air defence network, David’s Sling 
offers terminal-phase, hit-to-kill de-
fence against tactical ballistic missiles, 
medium to long-range rockets, fixed-

wing aircraft, medium-large UAVs and 
cruise missiles. The ground launcher 
component fires up to 12 Stunner in-
terceptors, launched in near-vertical 
orientation.

IAI will provide its Barak MX land and 
naval-based air defence system that 
is able to fire three types of intercep-
tors to engage multiple threat types at  
different ranges and altitudes. 

– Staff Reporters

Greece signs huge Israeli air defence deal                                          


